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FLOOD HAZARD AREA INFORMATION

General Flood Information

This newsletter has been mailed to all addresses located in or
adjacent to areas which may be subject to flooding. If you have
received this brochure, you are located in or very near the flood
hazard areas of the Alabama River, Pine Creek, Autauga Creek,
Noland Creek, and their tributaries. The purpose of this pamphlet
is to inform you of the flood hazard associated with drainage ways
and to suggest possible actions you can take to protect yourself
and your property.

“Your homeowner's
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not cover losses _due The 100-year floodplain is an area that has a 1% chance in any
to ﬂoodmg even if you given year of being flooded. Smaller floods have a greater chance
are outside a flood of occurring in any year and present a significant flood hazard to
hazard area. property close to the stream's channel. Also, larger floods can and
do occur. Flood Insurance Rate Maps indicating the streets and
properties in the floodplain are available for inspection in the
Planning Department at the Prattville City Hall Annex.

Flooding can occur both during and after heavy storms or periods
of extended heavy rainfall. The City of Prattville is investing large
sums of money to upgrade the drainage ways in the city. Although
these improvements have reduced the risk of flash-flooding, no
storm drain upgrade can fully prevent flooding in areas near
streams and drainage ways.

Flood Insurance

Your homeowner's insurance policy will not cover losses due to
flooding even if you are outside a flood hazard area. Autauga
County and the City of Prattville participate in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP). The NFIP makes flood insurance [ pooqsatety
available to any homeowner or renter in the city or county.

Inside:

. . . Property Protection
We strongly urge you to consider purchasing flood insurance to

protect yourself from possibly devastating losses due to flooding. J Floodplain Development
Information about flood insurance may be obtained from your
insurance agent, by visiting www.floodsmart.gov, or by [ Drainage Maintenance
contacting the Planning Department. You do not have to live in a
designated flood zone to purchase a flood insurance policy. Just
because your house has not flooded in the past does not § contact Information
\minimize the flood hazard if you are in or near a flood hazard
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area or in any other area subject to flash flooding. There is a thirty
(30) day waiting period before a new flood insurance policy will cover
flood losses.

Flood Safety

All residents residing near a flood hazard area should be concerned
about flood events. Fast-moving flood waters, sometimes
accompanied by logs and debris, can rise very rapidly. There are
several actions you can take to lessen the danger of the flood hazard
to your family and property, including:

1. Know the flood warning procedures.

2. Have an evacuation plan for yourself, your family and pets. Plan
escape routes and strategies now before the flood occurs.

3. During times of heavy rainfall, monitor the level of water in the
drainage way. Stay tuned to radio and TV for possible flood
watches and warnings.

4. Evacuate the flood hazard area in times of impending flood or
when advised to do so by the police or fire department.

There is a .
thirty (30) day 5. Do not attempt to cross a flooding stream on foot or by car.
waiting period 6. If your car stalls in high water abandon it immediately and seek
before a new higher ground.
flood insurance 7. Keep children away from flood waters, ditches, culverts and
policy takes storm drains.
effect.

Be especially cautious of flood hazards at night. Have a plan for safely
returning to your flooded home or business. Documents and
assistance are available from the Planning Department and Autauga
County Emergency Management Agency concerning repairing your
flooded structure.

Property Protection

There are various ways you can minimize the amount of damage or
loss incurred as a result of flooding. These are called flood proofing
or retrofitting and include such simple tasks as elevating a house
above the level of any anticipated flooding. A number of methods for
flood proofing your property are detailed in publications available
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency or the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Many of these publications are available in the
reference section of the Prattville Public Library or in the Prattville

Planning Department.
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Development in the Floodplain

Any type of development in the floodplain will require a Development
Permit from the City of Prattville Planning Department for the
following :

e Any new residential construction or manufactured home
installation in the floodplain requires the elevation of the lowest
floor as well as all electrical, gas, and heating and air appliances
to at least one foot above the base flood elevation.

e The substantial improvement of an existing residential structure
in the 100 year floodplain must also be elevated to at least one
foot above the base flood elevation. Commercial property may be
flood-proofed or elevated. Substantial improvement of a
property refers to any combination of repairs,
reconstruction, alteration or improvements to a building,
taking place during a ten (10) year period, in which the .
cumulative cost equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the ==
market value of the building at the beginning of the ten year
period. Further information concerning substantial improvement
may be obtained by contacting the Prattville Planning and
Development Department at 361-3613.

e All other construction in the floodplain requires elevation or flood “Any type of
proofing to the level of the base flood elevation. development of

your property
in the

Please contact the City prior to building, modifying, filling or floodplain

otherwise developing your property in the floodplain. If you see any requires a

illegal development in the floodplain, please contact the Planning permit from

Department immediately. In the event of flooding, improper the City of

modifications or development in the floodplain may cause changes in Prattville

the floodway and result in additional flooding and further property Planning

damage. Department.”

Drainage Maintenance

The City of Prattville maintains its drainage ways on a continuous
basis with regular inspections and cleaning at six month intervals.
These inspections and cleaning facilitate the downstream movement
of water. Please help us by keeping drainage areas free of debris
that can choke the flow of water and ultimately lead to damage and
loss of property. The dumping of leaves and grass into the storm
drains and gutters is illegal. Section 11-28 of the Prattville
Municipal Code prohibits the littering of drainage ways and
imposes a fine of up to $500 for any violation. If you encounter a
violation, please contact the Planning Department at 361-3613.
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City Services

The first thing you should do is check your flood hazard. Flood maps and flood
protection references are available at the Autauga/Prattville Public Library. You can also
visit the Planning Department at the City Hall Annex Building to see if you are in a
mapped floodplain. If so, they can give you more information, such as depth of flooding
over a building’s first floor, past flood events in the area and copies of elevation
certificates on buildings built in the floodplain since 1987. They also have a handout on
selecting an architect, engineer or contractor. Even if you are not in a floodplain, there
still may be some risk of flooding.

If requested, the Planning Department will visit a property to review its flood problem
and explain ways to minimize flood damage. Call the Department at 361-3613. These
services are free. If you are in a floodplain or have had a flood, drainage or sewer backup
problem, consider utilizing these sources of assistance.

FLASH FLOODS CAN OCCUR WITHIN MINUTES. BE PREPARED TO EVACUATE THE
FLOOD HAZARD AREA QUICKLY.

The Alabama Emergency Management Agency and the National Weather Service have
developed a flood warning system. Warnings will be disseminated by radio, TV, and
weather radio. The flood warning system is intended to provide up to one-hour advance
warning of a flood hazard. FLASH FLOOD WATCH means the conditions are favorable
for flash flooding in the watch area. FLASH FLOOD WARNING means that flash flooding
is imminent or has been reported in the warning area.

If you have any questions regarding any information in this newsletter you may contact
the Prattville Planning Department at (334) 361-3613 or visit our website at
planning.prattvilleal.gov.
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