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Intent and Purpose of Design Guidelines

The Prattville Commercial Design Review Guidelines Manual is intended to provide specific
criteria for appropriate rehabilitation work, new construction, and demolition for property
owners in the commercial downtown of the Daniel Pratt Historic District. Design guidelines
assist property owners in maintaining and enhancing the appearance of their properties,
keep up property values, and improve the livability of historic areas. Design guidelines help
property owners understand the value and methods of preserving and maintaining the es-
sential character of their property and methods for preservation and appropriate mainte-
nance.

WHY PRESERVE PRATTVILLE'S HISTORIC BUILDINGS?

Historic Preservation Promotes Quality of Life
Quality of life is becoming the critical ingredient in economic development, and historic
preservation is an important part of this equation. Consider:

« More than any other man-made element, historic buildings differentiate one com-
munity from all others. The Daniel Pratt Historic District contains excellent exam-
ples of 19" and 20" century residential and commercial architecture.

« The quality of historic buildings and the quality of their preservation says much
about a community’s self-image. A community’s commitment to itself is a prereq-
visite for nearly all quality-of-life elements.

» Any community can duplicate a community’s water lines, industrial park, shopping
mall, or tax rate. No community can duplicate another’s historic resources.
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